
Lisbon Exempted Village School District 

A warm winter welcome to all as we begin another 

issue of the District Newsletter. Hard to believe we 

are at the halfway point of the school year already, 

and hopefully the mild winter weather will continue 

for us. By now you should have received calls from 

our automated system on days in which we have 

adjusted or closed school due to the weather. If you 

have not been receiving or have had problems 

please contact the school offices for assistance. As 

we begin a new calendar year we would like to rec-

ognize our Board of Education members and thank 

them for all they do in the District. January is desig-

nated as School Board Recognition month in Ohio 

and below you will find a press release that explains 

our appreciation.  
 
January Is School Board Recognition Month 

 

COLUMBUS – The Ohio School Boards Associa-

tion is celebrating School Board Recognition Month 

in January, 2012 to build awareness and understand-

ing of the vital function an elected board of educa-

tion plays in our society. 

 

School Board Recognition Month recognizes the 

members of Ohio’s 719 city, exempted village, local 

and joint vocational boards of education and educa-

tional service centers governing boards for their 

commitment to providing quality public education 

to Ohio’s school children. 

 

Ohio Governor John Kasich and Lieutenant Gover-

nor Mary Taylor have lent their support by declar-

ing the month of January School Board Recognition 

Month. 

 

The Lisbon Exempted Village School District is 

joining with other districts throughout the state of 

recognize the important contributions school board 

members make to their communities. 

Superintendent’s Script 

“Ohioans benefit every day from the dedicated ener-

gies and countless hours devoted by a group of 

more than 3,400 men and women across the state,” 

said Don Thompson, Superintendent.  “These public 

servants are elected to serve by local citizens and 

receive little compensation for their tireless effects.  

These men and women are the local school board 

members of Ohio. 

 

“These people unselfishly contribute their time and 

talents toward the advancement of public education.  

They represent a continuing commitment to local 

citizen control and decision-making in education.  

Even though we are making a special effort during 

January to show appreciation to our school board 

members, we recognize their contributions reflect a 

year-round commitment on their part. 

 

“They are dedicated individuals who are committed 

to the continuing success of our schools and stu-

dents.” 

 

The men and woman serving the Lisbon School 

District and their years of service are: 

 

Jim Smith, President 12 years      2000 - 2011 

Jeff Elliott    6 years      2002 - 2011 

Gene Gallo   14 years      1998 - 2011 

Marti Grimm    1 year        2010 - 2011 

Gary Peruchetti  16 years      1996 - 2011 

 

If you should happen to see any of these folks 

please take an opportunity to say thanks for all they 

do for the children of the District.  
 

 Don Thompson 

 Superintendent 

 

January 2012 
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Otto’s Observation Deck 

at McKinley 
 

Dear Partners in Education, 

 

The students are gearing up to celebrate our 100th 

day of school.  Time goes by so fast.  January 23rd 

begins our third nine weeks of school.  Report cards 

will go out on January 27th.  Each day we strive to 

be “Excellent Students” by: being kind, making 

intelligent academic choices, being well behaved, 

making smart choices, and being a dedicated stu-

dent. 

A big thanks goes out to the parents for your sup-

port in your child’s educational experience!  To-

gether, we all make McKinley Elementary School a 

great place to learn and grow. 

 

Educationally yours, 

Mrs. Otto 

 

Yearbooks Are on Sale: 

Save your memories!  The McKinley Elementary 

School Yearbook is on sale for $15.00.  Please turn 

your money in to the office by January 27, 2012.  

They are in color!  Please call the office if you need 

another form. 

 

100 Days of Fun: 

On February 3, 2012, we plan to celebrate our 100th 

day of school. It is amazing how fast the year is 

going by.  The children will enjoy classroom activi-

ties to celebrate this accomplishment.   

 

Dress Warm: 

Even though winter is upon us, the students like to 

go outside for recess when possible.  Please make 

sure your child is dressed appropriately for the 

weather. 

 

Important Testing Dates for Second and Fifth 

Grade Students: 

Iowa and CogAT testing will take place from Janu-

ary 23rd to February 3rd each morning.  Remember 

good health equals good test scores.  Please have 

your child eat a nutritious breakfast each morning.  

Get at least nine to ten hours of sleep each night.  

Encourage your child to exercise each day.  Exer-

cise increases oxygen to the brain and helps with 

thinking and memory. 

 

Communication Is the Key: 

Please look forward to your child’s grade level in-

formative newsletter each Friday.  A hard copy is 

sent home each week.  Also, please check out our 

website and Progress Book to keep informed of 

your child’s progress.  The user name and password 

for Progress Book was sent home a few weeks ago.  

Please call the office if you have any questions. 

 

Free Breakfast Available: 

A free breakfast is available for each child from 

January 17-March 23, 2012.  Please take advantage 

of this since breakfast is the most important meal of 

the day! 

 

Thank You Board Members: 

 January is Board of Education Appreciation Month.  

On behalf of the McKinley Elementary School stu-

dents, staff, and administration, we want to thank 

Mrs. Grimm, Mr. Peruchetti, Mr. Gallo, Mr. Smith, 

and Mr. Elliott for their ongoing commitment and 

dedication to our students.  We appreciate your ef-

forts you take to put the well being of all the stu-

dents first.   

 

 

Embracing Technology in the Classroom: 

Students at McKinley Elementary School are al-

lowed to use personal electronic devices in order to 

increase greater engagement and learning diversity 

in the classroom. If your child would like to bring in 

his/her personal electronic device for educational 

purposes only, please make sure to fill out the 

“Lisbon Waiver for Personal Electronic Property 

Form.”  Please contact the office if you need a form.   

 

 

Just Say No Parading Around:   
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Excellent: Mr. Guarineri’s fifth grade homeroom in 

front of the Excellent Sign.   McKinley Elementary 

was given the recognition of being an Excellent 

School by the state of Ohio. 

 

Congrats Mrs. Haren: 

Mrs. Haren received a $500.00 grant from the Coor-

dinated Action for School Health (CASH) Coalition 

to increase physical activity among the Kindergar-

ten through 5th grade students during indoor/outdoor 

recess.  

 

Student Senate Reaching Out to Help Others: 

Student Senate has been very busy collecting money 

for Koins for Kids, sponsored by Handles Ice 

Cream. The money is donated to Akron's Children's 

Hospital of the Mahoning Valley. McKinley Ele-

mentary School raised nearly $300.00! This brings 

our three year total to just over $1000.00! 

 

Members also marched in this year’s Christmas 

parade. They dressed as reindeer with Santa at the 

reins of the sleigh.  

 

Recycling continues to be a big project that Student 

Senate heads up at McKinley Elementary School. 

Students collect all the paper recyclables on Fri-

days.  

 

Helping St. Jude: 

The 5th Grade math students will lead the school in 

a St. Jude Math-A-Thon. Students in grades second 

through fifth will participate this year. Students are 

given a fun book full of math problems to work on. 

They are responsible to get donations from family 

members or friends. All money is donated to St. 

Jude Hospital. This is a great project that combines 

math skills with giving!  

Awesome Artists: 

Congratulations to Reagan Emmerling and Sophie 

Wells! They represented McKinley Elementary 

School in the Substance Abuse Awareness Poster 

Contest. This contest is sponsored by The Knights 

of Columbus to help students learn about the harm-

ful effects of alcohol and drug abuse.  Reagan 

placed first in the “Alcohol Awareness” division 

and Sophie placed first in the “Drug Awareness” 

division.   

 

 

Chilling in Second Grade: 

Second grade students experienced “Arctic tempera-

tures” by creating a polar climate using a fan and 

lots of ice!  Students dressed in layers to mimic the 

ways that Arctic animals adapt to the bitter cold. A 

layer of fat called blubber and the animal’s fur helps 

keep it warm in the Arctic temperatures.  The sec-

ond graders learned that all living things adapt/

change in order to survive in their environment.  
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Transportation: 

Fourth grade students researching the different 

modes of early transportation in Ohio. 

 

Ipads: 

Third grade students  using the math Apps on Ipads.   

Mr. Bell’s Class: 

Students learning to use the ipads during a lesson on 

prepositions during language arts. 

Science Fun Night: 

Students observing matter changing forms;  dry ice 

from solid to gas. 

 

Science Fun Night 2: 

Students programming We-Do robots to perform 

procedures.  We-Do is STEM learning.   

 

Christmas Around the World: 

The kindergarten students enjoyed a visit from Josh 

Kupka as we prepared for the “Christmas Around 

the World unit.”  Mr. Kupka is the father of Ana 

Kupka, a student in Mrs. Ramsey’s classroom.  He 

has traveled extensively around the world and 

shared many treasures with the children.  As part of 

the unit, the students created passports and boarded 

“planes” to begin their adventure.  The classrooms 

were turned into the countries of England, Ger-

many, France, and Sweden. The children listened to 
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Book Selection:  
McKinley students select books from the carts for 

independent reading.   

5th Grade Spelling Bee Winners: 

Congratulations to Austin Holenchick, Julia 

Grimes, Erin Brickner, Kyleen Culler, Justis San-

derson and alternate Kaylee Kelly.  They are the 

McKinley Spelling Bee representatives that will go 

to the Spelling Bee held at DAHS on February 3rd.  

Good luck at our District Spelling Bee!!!  Pictured 

above are Erin who was third, Julia, second, and 

Austin, first the 5th Grade winners at McKinley 

Elementary .  We are proud of all the contestants. 

The 4th grade Spelling Bee will be held on January 

20th and 3rd grade Spelling Bee will be held  on 

January 27th.  
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music, heard stories, played games, made crafts, and 

enjoyed the food from each culture.  Learning is 

always fun in Kindergarten! 

Mrs. Chludzinski ‘s Kindergarten: 

Students spend time in the library reading and 

checking out books. 

 

Super Scientist! 

In fifth grade science, the students are learning all 

about our Solar System.  The children made a scale 

model that compared the sizes of planets.  Then, 

they made another scale model that compared the 

distances between the sun and the planets.  Also, 

they participated in activity stations about our Solar 

System. One station showed how night and day are 

caused by Earth’s rotation. Another station showed 

that stars are just like our sun but so far away that 

they look like tiny points of light.  In the last sta-

tion, the students created a diagram of the orbits of 

the Earth and Moon around the Sun and then acted 

it out.   This unit will end with each student com-

pleting a research report on one of the eight planets 

that are in our Solar System.  Once they are done 

with the report they will design their planet using 

Styrofoam balls.   

Third Grade Teachers Have Party for the 

Fourth Grade Students! 
The  4thgrade students were surprised with a 

“decorate your own cupcake” party on December 1, 

2011.  Their 3rd grade teachers wanted them to 

know how proud of them they are for their achieve-

ment on the 2011 OAA tests.   They passed both 

reading and math OAA in 3rd grade.  Congratula-

tions for a job well done!  
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Veterans’ Day Concert and  Breakfast: This was the fourteenth year that McKinley Elementary had a breakfast 

and concert for the Veterans.  Students wrote letters of appreciation to the veterans and presented the letters  to the 

veterans as they arrived.   

Art Club: The  McKinley Elementary students above created arts and crafts to sell at fundraisers for Olivia 

Koontz and Susan Rife (cancer patients). They raised a total of $300.00. First row: Kyle Claypool, Tori Mayer, 

Elaina Supplee, Sierra  Zarnosky,  Elizabeth Mayton, Leslie Burnip, and McKenzie Petrie; Second row: Nate Al-

len, Reagan Emmerling, Jordon Pettigrew, Thomas Bleakney, Carly Mustake, Emily Swift, Emmelea Powell; 

Third row: Chelsea Henderhan, Hailee Carpenter, Sophie Wells and Abby Endrizzi. Missing from the photo are 

Emily McCoy, Olivia McCoy, Ellie Emmerling, Mya Emmerling, Katie Chludzinski, Megan Chludzinski and 

Lindsey Chludzinski. 



Martin Luther King Service: 

The following fifth grade students shared essays 

and illustrations at the Martin Luther King Day ser-

vice on January 15th at The New Lisbon Presbyte-

rian Church: Janelle Rauch, Sarah Rutter, Kyleen 

Culler, Jacob Smith, Thomas Bleakney, Lindsi 

Welsh, Reagan Emmerling and Nathan Allen. The 

service is sponsored by the Lisbon Ministerial As-

sociation. 

 

WFMJ Visited Third Grade: 

WFMJ made a special visit to Mrs. Roush and Mrs. 

McCullough’s math class to discuss the use of iPads 

in the classroom. Zane Tullis provided a student’s 

insight when he was interviewed on how he has 

used the iPads himself.  Zane talked about how we 

have used the video cameras on the iPads and the 

variety of math apps students use to enhance learn-

ing. Great job third grade! Zane Tullis is being in-

terviewed by Lauren Lindvig. 

Siefke’s Situation Room 

at DAHS 
 

Completion of the 2nd nine weeks marks the middle 

of the school year and a change to the 2nd semester.   

Seniors are entering the 8th and final semester of 

their high school careers at DAHS.  As we move to 

the end of the school year, graduation is one step 

closer.  The anticipation to graduation day and the 

activities surrounding graduation grow by the day.  

Graduation is set for May 27th, 2012 3:00PM at 

War Memorial Stadium – Weather Permitting. 

 

Parent – Teacher conference night will be held Feb-

ruary 16th from 3:00 PM to 9:00PM.  You may 

schedule a conference with your child’s teacher by 

calling the high school or junior high secretaries for 

an appointment.  However, conferences can be held 

with your child’s teacher at any time during the 

school year.  Please do not hesitate to contact your 

son’s or daughter’s teacher to arrange for a confer-

ence if you cannot attend during conference night.   

 

The Lisbon Exempted Village School District spell-

ing bee will be held at the David Anderson Jr. Sr. 

High Auditorium on February 3rd at 1:15PM.  Stu-

dents from both McKinley Elementary School and 

David Anderson Jr. High School will compete.  The 

county wide spelling bee will also be held in the 

David Anderson Jr. Sr. High School Auditorium on 

March 14th. 

 

Our extra curricular activities here at DAHS are in 

full swing.  There are a host of boys and girls bas-

ketball games from the junior high to the varsity 

level on a weekly basis conducted in our gymnasi-

ums. Congratulations to the Winter Star Students of 

the Month nominated by their teachers for making 

an extra effort in a positive way here at DAHS.  

Kyle Rankin and Sarena Underwood-6th grade, 

Derek Joy and Taylor Halstead-7th grade, Austin 

Cochran and Emma Angle-8th grade, Jared Catlett 

and Brittany Haynes-9th grade, Lucas Tolson and 

Haley Howe-10th grade, Wyatt Randolph and 

Megan Grey-11th grade, and Josh Slocum and 

JoHanna Andrews -12th grade.  
 

Mathletes: 

The 2012 David Anderson Junior High Mathletes 

are preparing for regional Math Counts competition 

on February 9th at Youngstown State University.  

Representing the school this year will be : Team 

competitors, Lauryn Todd, 6th grade; Aaron Ke-

mats, 7th grade;  Alyssa Chestnut, 6th grade; and 

Lindsey Chludzinski, 7th grade; Individual Competi-

tors, Eva DeRuyter, 6th grade; Branson Brownfield, 

6th grade; Jacob Mundy, 6th grade; Kayla Dickson, 

8th grade; Trevor Reese, 8th grade; and Taylor Sie-

fke, 8th grade; Alternates, Josh Liberati, 8th grade; 

Jake Liberati, 7th grade; Hannah Hiscox, 8th grade, 

and Samantha Tinsley, 6th grade. 
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Power of the Pen is an interscholastic writing com-

petition for seventh and eighth graders. Participating 

schools can send two teams of six students and al-

ternates.  Each student competes in three rounds of 

timed writing. At the closing ceremony, trophies are 

awarded to the best essay scores for both seventh 

and eighth grades.  The top three teams receive a 

trophy and the top fifteen individuals in each grade 

receive an award. “Best of Round” winners are also 

recognized.  The top 50% qualify to compete at the 

regional tournament. 

This year, seventh grader Derek Joy received the 

tenth place individual award, which qualified him to 

compete at the regional tournament.  Seventh grader 

Lindsey Chludzinski and eighth grader Brianna 

Pickens also qualified to compete in the regional 

tournament which will be held at Malone University 

on March 3, 2012.  
 

DAHS Excel Competition: 

On Saturday, December 10, 2011, the FIRST (For 

Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Tech-

nology) Lego League held a regional competition 

for 23 teams of students ages 9 – 14 at Warren G. 

Harding High School.  This year’s theme: Food 

Factor.   

 

Four members of Lisbon’s DAHS team, The Sam-

sons, earned the Core Values Teamwork Award 

trophy.  They earned this prize by quickly solving a 

“surprise” problem together as a team, and describ-

ing how they worked through problems as a team  
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Art Club: 

The Art Club went to Essex in Salem recently to do 

a community service project.  We brought the sup-

plies and helped them make Christmas trees for 

their rooms out of paper stripes and styrofoam 

cones. 

 

 

Power of the Pen: 

The Power of the Pen District Tournament was held 

at the University of Mount Union on Friday, Janu-

ary 6, 2012.  There were 122 seventh graders and 

123 eighth graders competing from 21 schools.  

David Anderson Junior /Senior High School stu-

dents who competed at the tournament were seventh 

graders: Lindsey Chludzinski, Kylee Culp, Kaitlyn 

Gorby, Taylor Halstead, Derek Joy, and Courtney 

Tolson and eighth graders: Sierra Cottrill, Spenser 

Cox, Madison Crawford, Emily Flugan, Sara Haren, 

Brianna Pickens, and Dustin McCartney.  

 



The Robot Game entails using Legos to build sev-

eral specific food-related props, positioning them 

precisely on the competition mat, and building and 

programming a robot to perform point gaining tasks 

on the mat.  The Core Values portion of the compe-

tition includes constructing and displaying a poster 

which demonstrates the team’s journey, emphasiz-

ing their teamwork and gracious professionalism. 

 

We began the project by first building robotic arms 

out of cardboard and other common materials, dis-

cussing range of motion, material limitations and 

characteristics, as well as strong and weak points.  

The students then sorted thousands (no exaggera-

tion) of Lego pieces, built and positioned figures for 

the official mat, viewed several programming tutori-

als, and researched food contamination and spoil-

age.  The students also listened to a food contamina-

tion and spoilage risks presentation by Laura Irwin, 

Lisbon School’s Food Service Coordinator, and 

enjoyed a “behind the scenes” tour of the DAHS 

cafeteria to learn how our food service staff ensures 

the safety of our food.    

 

Following the research phase, some of the students 

decided to solve the problem of ecoli contamination 

in undercooked hamburgers.  After determining that 

ecoli can be eliminated through proper cooking, 

they imagined and built a mock model of the Ulti-

mate Burger Grill 2999.  This grill included individ-

ual burger “cells,” thermometers, and “fully cooked 

and warm” indicators.  The team then wrote a play 

demonstrating the need and use of their grill. 

 

Being novice Legos robot builders and program-

mers, the team chose to build a simple robot with 

two drive motors, an arm motor and a couple of 

interchangeable arms.  Once programmed, these 

arms were able to complete some point earning 

tasks on the competition mat.  

9 

throughout the season.  Their secret technique: they 

liked to use goofing off and humor to recharge and 

refocus their teammates.   

In addition to the Teamwork trophy, two of the 

team members were awarded with “I’ve been 

caught!” FLL Gracious Professionalism Charms for 

their good sportsmanship, kindness and generosity 

toward another team at the competition.   

 

Lisbon’s  Legos Robotics project began last summer 

after Leslie Dean, a coach for some Southern Local 

teams, encouraged Lisbon’s Excel group to get in-

volved.  Shortly after applying, Lisbon DAHS was 

awarded an FLL (First Lego League) grant which 

included an NXT Robot Kit, FLL team registration, 

and Ohio tournament registration (registration cour-

tesy of the Ohio Education Outreach Foundation).  

In addition, Mr. Siefke used principal funds and 

purchased the Field Setup Kit (theme: Food Factor) 

for this year as well as the materials to build an offi-

cial playing table.   

The FLL competition is three fold; the project, the 

robot game, and core values.  For the project, stu-

dents research possible food contamination and 

spoilage problems, choose one problem, develop an 

innovative solution for that problem, and design a 

presentation showcasing the problem and solution.   
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SCIENCE CLUB 


